Domestic Violence — What do young people think?

During Domestic Violence Awareness Week 2005 (21 — 25th
November) 40 young people gave their thoughts about domestic
violence through questionnaires on the Connexions Leicester
Shire website and in the Connexions Centre on Charles street.

Many young people recognised the different forms of domestic
violence and gave comments surrounding abuse.

Some comments from young people:

‘Violence isn’t
needed’

‘Without domestic
violence there would be

less broken families and
more children will have a
happier life’

‘The biggest difference in
tackling domestic violence
— counselling people
around the community
letting them acknowledge
the fact and reality of living
a violent life, and that it is a
criminal offence’

‘It is never ok to be
violent’

And results from the survey:

Which of the following do you think are types of
Domestic Violence?

OPhysical
@ Sexual
OEmotional
OFinancial




Have you ever seen or experienced Domestic
Violence?

@ Seen
m Experienced
g Neither

OUnsure

Who would you feel comfortable talking to about
Domestic Violence?

@ Friends

m Parent/Carer

O Other Family

O School/College
m Connexions PA
@ Police

m Nobody

The survey showed that many young people are aware of
domestic violence and the variety of ways in which it can present.
Unfortunately many young people have experienced or seen
domestic violence firsthand.

Whilst many young people said they could talk to their friends,
parents or carers about domestic violence, a large number also felt
they would be able to talk to Connexions Personal Advisers. This
Is a positive response and helps to show that young people
recognise the different types of support Personal Advisers can
offer.

Many other professionals (including the Domestic Violence
Coordinator for Leicester City, a representative from County
domestic violence services, Child and Adolescent Mental Health
Services and the Directorate of Public Health) gave positive
comments about the responses and will be able to use the data to
input into further reports, agendas and information for service
provision
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